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The STORY, &c. 


HE firft part of Jofeph’s ftory, 
though both infiruGtive and enter- 
hining to all, is particularly fo to chil- 
en. I propofe to tell the fiory nearly 
n the words of the Old Teftament, but 
ib make now and then a few remarks 
pon it. 







Jofeph was the fon of good old Jacob. 
Now Jacob,” fays the Scripture, * lo- 
rd Jofeph more than all his children, 
ecaufe he was the fon of his old age - 
id he made him a coat of many co- 
urs. And when his brethren faw 
hat their father loved him. more than 
lhis brethren, they hated him, afid 
uld not {peak peaceably unto him.” 


- + 





ee Be 


But was not this hatred of Jofeph' 
brethren againft Jofeph very wicked 
Tt is true Jacob might be faulty in fhew 
ing fo much partiality to one fon abovg 
another, yet this was no excufe for th 
hatred which was felt by Jofeph’s breth 
ren. Methinks this hatred, thougha 
yet it is only concealed in their breatls 
will, by-and-by, break out into fome v 

ry wicked act or other. But let us ¢ 
on with the ftory. 














“ And Jofeph dreamed a.dream, an 
he told it to his Brethren: and the 
hated him yet the more.” 







This is doing worfe and worfe, an 
it fhews that when hatred once begin 
we know not where it will end. 







“And Jofeph faid unto them, hear 
pray you this dream which have drea 
ed: for behold we were binding fheave 
in the field, and my fheaf arofe and all . 
ftood upright, and behold your fheav@” 
fdod round about and made obeilan 
(or bowed down) to my fheaf.” 
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Jofeph feems to me to have told this 
dream fo publickly through his openneis 
of heart and fimplicity; it was a dream 
moreover which God fent, and God 
caufed afterwards the thing fignified by 
it to be fulfilled, as in due time we fhall 
fee. 


«“ And his brethren faid to him, fhalt 
thou indeed reign over us ?” 


They were ready.enough to under- 
fand the dream, and to underiftand it 
as making againit themfelves; for their 
very hatred helped them to do fo. 


“« Shgit thou,” added. they, “indeed 
have dominion over us? and they hat- 
ed him yet the more for his dream and 
flor his words.—And Jofeph dreamed 
yet another dream, and told it to his 
brethren, and faid, behold I have dream- 
ed a-dream more, and behold the fun, 
and the -moon, and the eleven. ftars 
made obeifance to me. And he told it 
to his father and to his brethrn; and his 
lather rebuked him, and faid to him, 
what is this dream tkat thou haft dream- 
Zz @ 
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ed? fhall I, ind thy mother, and thy 
brethren indeed come to bow down our. flay 
felves to'thee to the earth.” | and 


cor 


deve 


Poor honeft fimple old man, he little ec, 


knew how his own interpretation of the 
dream, was by-and-by to be exadtly— y 


fulfilled, for fo “God bad ordained. all 
Bore 
‘And his brethren envied him, but hell 
his father obferved the laying.” | o hi 
but 


Afrer this we read, that “ Joleph’sh,,. 
brethren went to feed their father’s vet h 
flock in Shechem, and Jacob fent Jogi 4, 
feph to them, faying, go J pray thee, fee 
whether it be well with thy brethren 
and well with the flock’s, and bring m¢ 
word again. So he fent him, and Jo- 
feph came to Shechem, but it happened, 
that they and the flocks were gone for. 
ward beyond Shechem, even to Dothan 
So Jofeph went after his brethren, anc 
found them in Dothan. And whe 
they faw him afar off, even before. }: 
came near unto them, they confpired 
againft him to flay him. - And they {a1 
o1e to another, behold this dreameg 
or 
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| thy§ometh! come now therefore and let us 
our-Bflay him, and eaft him into fome pit, 
and we will fay fome evil beaft hath 
devoured him, and we will fee what will 
littleBecome of his dreams,”’ 
f the 3 
actly What a dreadful propofal! what! 
: ill their own brother! if they could 
Bcree to do this, I do not wonder at 
, buthheir agreeing alfo to tell a lie in order 
0 hide- their crime;_ thus not one fin, 
_,, ut two fins were to be committed. 
eph’s but is it poflible that all thefe eleven 
ther’Bethren fhould join in putting Jofeph 
t Jo-B, death ? even among bad men fome 
£, '€Be apt to be lefs bad than others: 
hren rely therefore we may hope that one 
18 ™& other of Jofeph’s brethren will be 


d Jo, r {topping fhort of the crime of mur- 
encda, 


e for 
othang 1 proved as I think might very natu. 
1, 2NGBlly be expeéted, that one of Jofeph’s 
whem ethren, named Reuben, though he 
ore. bihems before to have joined in envying 
fpiredirenh, was. afraid of joining in this 


™ i . . 
“y fat horrid crime. 
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{ ) 
When, therefore,“ Reuben heard ii, ed 
he delivered him out of their hands; be 
and faid, let us not killhim. And Reu§.p, 
ben faid unto them, fhed no blood, but 
caft him into this pit that is inthe wilg ; 
dernefs, and lay no hands on him:§,, 
this he faid that ho might rid him out off, 
their bands, and deliver him to hig§yo: 
father’s houfe. And it came to palg§o, 
that when. Jofeph,? who was at a dil 













. : ° as 
tance while this converfation patflediM.);. 
“was come unto his brethren, theyig., 


ftrioned Toleph of his coat. it being hi 
PP I 9 a 


; prai 
coat of many colours which was upolffyes 
him,’’; pra 

you 


What fatisfa&ion would they fee if y 
while they were thus ftripping Mimfey 
this was the coat which Jofeph’s fathe fupy 
had given him becaufe he was a favouiity | 
ite, and which reminded Jofeph’s brethiy,.., 
renofvhis atlvantage over them. Thefiher 
now thought themfelves revenged upoMthan 
him, and revenge is fweet. . Many Bam, 
joke, many a bitter and fevere expregS> g 
fon was uttered no doubt, while théfdrep 
were ilripping him: they had got bifhs ¢ 
into their power, and they were refolfmay 
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‘d ied to fhew that they were greater than 
nds fhe, inftead of his being greater than 
Lo they. as he pretended. 
, oul 
lai Now this fort of fpirit in them wasa 
him ‘@ moft wicked thing: it was coupled with 
out Ollenvy, and malice, and hatred, and was 
O hitfnot far from carrying them.on to an aét 
) pal of murder. And here let me warn all 
adilfimy young readers againft indulging 
yallediithis fame evil temper. Thus, for in- 
theyftance,’ if you fhould hear your teacher _ 
ng hifbraife your fchool-fellow who ftands - 
} Upolnear you, while he fays not a word of = 
praife to you, do not hate and envy 
your fchool-fellow on this account; or 
y feeityou fhould fee your parent give a 
him@reward to your brother or fifter . for 
- fathe luppofed good behavior, do not be eager 
avoullio think that you equally deferve a re- 
bretlfivard, and then hate or erivy your bro- 
Thefther or fifter for being more. favoured. 
d upo han yourlfelf, tor this is to a& in the 
Aany tive {pirit with the brethreua of Jofeph. 
eXpt°HSo alfo if fome other child fhould be 
ile théldreft as fine again as you are, and even 
cot biffas fine as Jofeph himfelf in his coat of 
 refolfimany colours, yet do not do as Jofeph’s. 


‘ V4 5 












ch 
‘ 
{ 
+ 
owt 
tf 
re? 
a 
i 
{ 
: 
} 
+ 
a 
i! 
‘ 
t 
Ts 
4 
: 


































( 10 ) 
brethren did. Do not feel any ill-wil 
towards. your brother, your filter, nt re 
play-fellow for this reafon, Do» not to 
long to {trip the fine coat off of him, as Jo 
jofeph’s brethren ftripped the fine coat}, 
of of Jofeply, but endeavour to look up-B,. 
on his fine drefs contentedly, and with y. 
pout etivy, @nd without any defire to take 
it from him, and to put tt on your own . 
backs, This is‘one of the teffons thathst.. 
you ought to learn from the prefent ftoff,,. 
ry, W hich was not written in the Bibl wr 
in order to entertain you only, and in ‘ 
rder to teach you how to read, but i 
st@er to inftruét you in your duty alfoffor 
This paflion of hatred and envy, if infty 
aulped when you are young, may lea@ip), 
to dreadful confequences when you ari, + 
old. We fhall prefently thew you ver) 
plainly how in the cafe of  Jofeph’@ « 
brethren it led on to lying, and to crucify). 
ty, and almoft evento murder. and 
i lis fe 
For “ after they ‘had itripped Joleptino; , 
of his coat they took him and caft hidfp,o4) 
into a pit, and the pit was empty, ang 
there was no water in it. And th o; 
fat down to eat break” | 
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How very hardened muift thefe breth- 
ren of Jofeph have been! They went 
to their dinner after they had thrown 
Jofeph into the pit, juftas if nothing 
had happened. 
way to their evil paflions, are apt to be 
very cruel and hard-hearted alfo. 


“ And behold a company of If{hmael- 
ites came from Gilead with their camels, 
bearing fpicery and. balm, and ‘myrrh, 
going to carry it down to Egypt.” | 4 


Now a new thought came acrofs one 
of Jofeph’s brethren, who was. named 
Judah,.and who thotgh more. blamea- 
ble than Reuben, yet feems rather lefs 
lo than’ fome of the others, 


“« And “Judah faid unto his brethren, 
what profit is it if we flay our brother 
and conceal his blood. Ceme and let 
is fell him to the Iihmaelites, and let 
ot our hand be upon him, for he is our . 
brother and our flefh.”’ 





Oh Judah! Judah! ifhe is your bro- 
her and your flefh, why do you not de- 
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Men who thus’ give |i! 
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iver him altogether? you fhould fend 
him back ‘to his father’s‘houfe, as Ren. ke 
ben wifhed to do; indegd you fhould he 
never have thrown him into the pit, od 
nor have joined in taking hig coat of 
many colours from him. Nay, I will 
fay further, you fhould never even have 
hated him and enyied him, for by ha. 
ving. once indulged that wicked hatred 
and envy againtt him in your hearts, 
you have all of you been led on from 
one thing to another until you hardly 
know how to ftop. You dare not now 
fend Jofeph back? to his father, left he 
fhould tell his father of your having torn 
from him his coat of many colours, andi... 
of your having alfo ill-treated him by)... 
throwing him intoa pit. Having ill. nd. 
treated him thus far, you are tempted Ball 
to ill-treat him {till further, left youg. 
fhould be found out. “Jofeph thereforelll.. 

muft now at any: rate be got rid of, andy, 
not be fuffered to get home. To kill ee 
him indeed is too bad, and yet if tha, 4, 
only choice left you was eithér to kil}... 
him or to fend him home, methiakg., , 
there are fome among you who woul... 

lot feruple to kill him outright; foH,,.’, 
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refore 
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to kill 
thinks 


woul 
ts 


pall it. 


fo! 


eas ee 


rou had already agreed to leave him in. 
he pit, where he would foon have per. 
hed with hurtger.: fo that what you 
ad refolved to do was little fhort of 


urder,, though you may not choofe to 
onfider it as fuch, 


It was owing then tothe good Pro- 
idence of God, and not to any good 
lefign in his brothers that Jofeph efca- 
ed being being put to death. It plea- 
ed God, who prders all human events, 
0 bring it to pafs that the merchants of 
lidian fhould draw near juft at the 
ime when Jofeph’s brethren were in 
loubt what to do with him. This is 
hat fome might confider as chance, 
nd a, moft lucky chance they. might 
Such kind of chances now and 
h¢n happen to us all, but in fact they 
te providences. There is many a 
arrow efcape for our lives experienced 
y us, which is entirely owing to Gad’s 
oodnefs, though at the time we do not 
)coniider it. How many have tum- 
led down when they have been chil: 
ren, and would have been killed x 
me arm had not been ftretehed ou 


“9 & 








. 44.9 











prel 
ore’ 
pit, 
ror 

mac 


fave them! How many have fallen fick 
and wauld have died, if at the. critical 
moment fome particular medicine had 
not been given them! and how man; 
have been caft away, and would have 


been drowned in the fea, if the fama } 
God who fent the Midianites to thi,p; 
relief of Jofeph, had not fent fomdih,-e 
firange and unexpected fhip or boat thea. 
the place where they were floating. | 

may here be remarked alfo, that mang « 
matters of importance turn on the {malffing 


left points. If thefe Midianites had nof,ng 
gone by on the very day, and the verfi}j-> 
hour of the day on which they did, Jolt 1 
feph, ‘fpeaking after the manner 0 

men) would probably have fuilerell RB 
death, aud not one of thofe great event] me- 
in his life which are foon to be f{pokeiffas g 
of could have happened. One of th fay, 
chief things that I wiih my readers to » 
learn from this hiftory of Jofeph, is thier } 


dodtrine of a particular Providence. fiting 


Judah kaving propoted to fell hii cc 
brother to the Midianites inftead @ kil 


killing him or leaving hin inthe pit, @ coat 
had been wi ickedly intended, “ ki 
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brethren were content: 


Css) 2 
Then they 
drew and lifted up Jofeph out of the 
pit, and fold Jofeph to the Ishmaelites 


for twenty pieces of filver, and the Ith- 
maelites brought Jofeph into Egypt.” 


Now Egypt was a far country, to 
which when Jofeph was carried, his 
rethren concluded that they tfhould 
hear no more of him: 


“ And Réuben returned unto the pif, 
and behold Jofeph was not in the pit, — 
and he rent his clothes, and he went to 
his brethren and faid, the child is not 
to be found, and I, whither fhall I go.” 


Reubén had himfelf propofed the 
meafure of putting Jofeph into the pit, 
as a contrivance by which he meant to 
lave his lifé, for he fecretly mtended 
to go afterwards to the pit and to deliv. 
érhim, but he was too late in eXxecu- 
ting his purpofe. 

“And they 


took Jofeph’s coat and - 


| killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the 


coat in the blood; and they . brought 
2-8 










































( 16 


the coat of many colours.to their fathe; 
and faid, this have we found, know no 
whether it be thy fons’s coat or no.” 





What a bare-faced lie! but thus doe 
one fin lead onto another. It is eafy 
to fee from this ftory of Jofeph’s breth 
ren, that when people refolve ‘upo 
committing ore fin, they are immedi 
ately tempted to commit anothér fin; 
and elpecially to commit the fin of ly. 
ing in order to hide what they have 
been doing; they are alfo plunged int 
a'thoufand ftraits and difficulties, and 
it is by adding fin to’fin that they com. 
monly try to get out. Reader, did yo 
never do fomething wrong, and _ fin 
yourfelf tempted to tell fome lie or to 
play fome artful trick to concéal it! 
jofepa’s brethren killed a‘kid, and then 
dipped Jofeph’s coat in the blood ‘of it, 
and faid to old Jacob, “ this have we 
found.” This is the very picture of 
what wicked children _fometimes’ do. 
Having fome fin to conceal they invent 
a fine artful tale which they tell to their 
mafters and miftrefles, or to their good 
wm! parents, who tao re adily believe it, 
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and thus perhaps like Jofeph’s brethren 


they come off for the prefent unpunith- 


ed. But foon, as in the cale of Jofeph’s 


brethren, their lie will be found out. 
For already God knows it. God faw 
them do the wicked deed, and God now 
hears them tell the lie by which they 
hide it. 


they will repent, but by-and-by perhaps 


their fins fhall be made known-to all oS | 


the world, and fhall not go unpunithed. 
God faw from the very firft the fecret 
envy rife up in the hearts of the breth- 
ren of Jofeph. God heard them when 
they fneered at Jofeph, faying ‘ behold 
this dreamer cometh,” and when they 
privately talked tog gether of killing him. 
God faw them throw him into the pit 

and cruelly leave him there. God faw 
them alfo when they were felling him 
to the Midianites; he had his eye up- 
on them while they were bargaining by 
the pit’s fide, and while they were 
counting over the twenty pieces of fil-, 
ver, which they afterwards put in their 
pockets. And God’s prefence alfo was 
inthe midft of them while they were 
killing the kid and dipping Jofeph’s 
Z. 9 
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coat in the blood, of it, and while they 












the 
were faying' ‘to themfelvied: furely nowm Th 
no one will ever know the thing we have 
been doing. That ftory which thefe } 
foolifh men thought would ‘never bef thi 
brought to light, is now publifhed in the ow 
‘Book of Scripture, that you and’I, andi m< 
all the world may be acquainted withMl the 
it, and that we may draw the right™ an 
infiruction trom it. to- 
Ing 
“ When poor old Jacob faw the coat,™ go 
he immediately knew it, and faid, it isi dit 
my fon’s coat, an evil beaft hath devour-@ thi 
edhim: Jofeph is withouf doubt rentql 
in pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes | 
add put fackcloth upon his loins, andi wa 
mourned for hig fon many days. And co. 
all his jons and all his daughters rofe up fm Nc 
to comfort him.” clo 
7 ph 
What-a fet of hypocritical comforters § the 
muft thefe fons have been, and how ma- {fell 
ny frefh lies muft they have told when ff the 
they were talking with their father. wh 
for 
“ But Jacob refufed to be comforted. wi 
And he faid, for I will go down into §§ be 
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Thus did his father weep for him.” 
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fon mourning. 


How little do we know whether the 
things which befal us will turn out for 
our happinefs or mifery! if I was to be 
made aking to-morrow, | am not fure 
that it would not prove to my hurt; 

and if on the contrary I was to be fold 
to- morrow for aflave, itis far from be- 


ing clear that it might not: be for my 
good, for God has ail events under his 
dire€tion, and he can _ bring ftrange 


things to pals juft ‘as he pleafes. 


Jofeph (as we have already told you) 
was fold by his brethren as a flave toa 
company of Midianitifh’ merchants. 
Now “the Midianites brought Jofeph 
down to Egypt and fold him to Poti- 
phar, who was an officer or captain. of 
the guard to king Pharaoh.” —Jofeph 
fell, as it feems, into good hands, but 
the Scriptures take care to inform us to 
what caufe this was to be attributed, 
for there we read that “ the Lord was 
with Jofeph :” hence it was that he 
vecame a profperous ata, and he was 
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taken into the houfe of his mafter the 
Egyption. ‘“ And his matter faw that 
the Lord was with him, and that the 
Lord made all that Jofeph did to 
profper in his hand.” 


20 ) 


What a great thing it ts to have God’s 
blefing with us in every thing we do! 
fome people are always talking of their 
good or bad luck, and according to fuch 
perfons fofeph was merely a lucky 
perfon; he was lucky firft, they would 
fay, in getting fo good a matter, and ftill 

more lucky in finding every thing go 
well to which he fet his hand. In fad 
however, there is no fuch thing as luck, 
~ as we have obferved before, and as we 
{hall have occafion again and again to 
obferve in telling this ftory. Let us 
learn therefore to thank God and not 
to thank our ftars, or to thank fortune 
whenever we fucceed in any thing, ior 
whatever it be, we fucceed only becaule 

the Lord is with us in that thing. 


Jofeph by degrees found fuch favour 
in his mafters’s fi ght that ““he was made 
overfeer of the haute, and all that Pott- 
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phar had was-put into his hands.’ 
Such was the confidence placed in him, 
that at laft Potiphar feems to have done 
nothing for himfelf, but to have left it 
all to Jofeph, for we read that ‘“ he 
knew not ought that he had, fave the 
bread that he did eat,” which is as much 
as to fay, that he knew indeed what 
food was fet before him at his own table 
in order that he might eat it, but as to 
all the reft of his affairs, he knew no- 
thing about them, : 


Now though Potiphar might be wrong 
in doing fo little for himfelf, yet what 
an honor’ was it to Joleph to be thus 
completely trufted.- I have known 
fome common fervants indeed in my 
days, who by being very remarkable for 
their faithfulnefs, ‘have rifen firft to be 
upper fervants, and then even to be 
lewards to their mafters. Like Jofeph 
they have fet. out with doing firft one 
little thing well, and then another, and 
fo aed have gone on till they have had 
very largé fums triufted to them, and 
have got into places of prodigious confi- 
dence, and if it were-not for the num- 
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ber of fervants who pretend to be very 
trufty when they are not fo, the fort of 
cafe T am {peaking of would probably 
happen much oftener than it does. 
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“ And it came to pals,” fays the iin, 


Scripture, “from the time that Potiphar 
had made Jofeph overfeer in his houfe, 
that the Lord blefled the Egyption’s 
houfe for Jofeph’s fake, and the bleffing 
of the Lord was upon all that he had, 
both in the houfe and in the field.’’ 


ere 














What ar encouragement is this ed 
take good people into our family, for ref 
God perhaps may blefs us for their fakes. bel 
Such a good man as Jofeph is a bleffingg] “ i 
wherever he goes, 7 

But now comes a new fcené in the L, 
life of Jofeph. His profperity was great, iro 
but the greateft profperity is fometimes WE 
juddenly interrupted. Potiphar had a “" 
very wicked wife, and “ the caft. her 
eyes” very criminally on Joleph, Jo , 
feph indeed was “a goodly perfor andy °"' 
well favoured,” and this very goodlineis ai 


er beauty of his proved a misfortune 1? 





: 3°49 


him. How foolifh: then are thofe per- 
fons (whether young men or young wo- 
men) who think that to be handfome 
and well looking is the greateft of blef- 
fngs. It may turn out perhaps to be 
the greateft fnare, it may prove the wortt 


calamity that ever yet befel you, as hap- 
ened in Jofeph’s cafe. 


It appears that Potiphar’s wife, the 
wicked woman juft now mentioned, 
“ {pake to Jofeph day by day,” and try- 
ed repeatedly to feduce him ; but Jofeph 
refufed and faid unto his malter’s wife, 
behold my matter obferveth not. what is | 
with me in the houfe, and he hath com- 
mitted all that he hath to. my hand. 
There is none greater in this houfe than | 
I, neither hath he kept back any thing. 7] 
from me, but thee, becaufe thou art his. ; 9a 
wife. How then can I do this great | Bm 
wickednefs and fin againft God. 


Here let us ftop in order to confider | 
one of the moft ftriking parts. of the 
character of Jofeph. THe is in the firon- 
gelt manner tempted to fin by a wicked } 
woman: he might allo hope for her fa- } 









( 24 ) 


vour if he confented; he had to dread 
her wrath if he refufed: every thing 
united to make the temptation ftrong ; 
he was invited’ by her, not once only, 
but again and again; not publickly fo as 
to endanger a difcovery, but quite fe- 
| cretly. By what means then did Jo. 
| feph refift the temptation ? He refifted 
it partly by refle¢ting how ungenerous 
a thing towards his mafter it would be 
to yield, and partly alfo by faying ta 
himfelf ag he alfo faid to the woman, 
“ How can I do this great wickednefs 
and fin againft Ged: bo 























































Jofeph knew that the eye of God was 
upon him at all times and in all places, 
and | have no doubt that he had long 
acted under the influence of this know- 
® ledge. What was it that had made him 
fm duch a faithful fteward of his mafter’s 
goods? It was‘his being aware that God 
coma fee the {malleft difhonefty i in him, 
and that Gocl’s eye was upon him even 
when his malter’s back was tirned. 
And what was it that made him now 
refift another kind of temptation? It 
@ was the fame principle of regard to Al. 
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mighty God, This principle feems ta 
have been. very powerful in. him, and. 


alfo to have been‘always at hand.  Jo- 
feph (I warrant you) was not ufed to 
pals days and hours together without 
thinking of God, as fome people do. 
Had this been the cafe, 1 queftion 
whether he would not have yielded to 
one or other of his temptations. 


And now let me requeft my Readers 
to take a hint from Jofeph, and to try 
themfelves in the. followi ing. manner. 
Say to yourfelves, what am I in fecret? 
What am I when no eye but. that of God 
is upon me? When on the one hand. 
fome fellow creature invites me to fin, 
when my own inclinations are.on the 
fame fide, when a prefent opportunity 
offers, when there is alfo no danger of 
difcovery, fe that my reputation may, 
he fafe, and when my worldly intereft } 
will not be -hurt by the, indulgence, but 
tather be promoted by it;. when, in 
fhort, againit all thefe secadtatiand which 


befet me, ‘there is nothing.to oppofe but # 


the fear of God in the heart, how do ‘J 
then att? Is the fear of God fe rong. 
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in me_as to gain the victory ? Am lable 
to conquer my temptations, however 
fuited to my age, circumftances, ‘and 
condition in life, by faying as Jofeph 
did? How fhall I do this great wick. 


ednefs and fin againft God? Now § in 
this is true Religion. We are apt ma. § the 
ny of us to complain of the difficulties § ''g 
of Religion, and to fay that we-have § de! 
learning enough to underftand it, but § ! 
furely that fear of God which has been § 2% 
{poken of is very eafy to be underitood. § 2" 
I only wifh it..was as eafy to be truly § 2. 
felt. Some there are who fancy them- § °U 
felves religious becaufe they attend at J 4° 
religious places.‘of -worfhip, becaufe § 
they underftand well fome religious doc- J Y° 
trines, becaufe they’ remember to have 
once experienced certain religious feel- § °F 
ings, or becaufe they have now a num- Wi 
ber of religious phrafes always in their J 
mouth. Let fuch perfons alfo try their § *© 
Religion by the fame'teft. Does it en- J th 
able you to conquer your fins? When @ P' 
all things feem to unite on the fide of fin, - 
i 


does your Religion in any méafare ena- 
ble you to get the vitory? Secret fell- 
denial, fécret conqueft over ourfelves, 
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fecret preference to God above all the 
world, fecret. conicioulefs of having 
been enabled, by. God’s grace, to over+ 
come our temptations, and of having, 
like Jofeph, flood firm to God and duty 
in times of peculiar and repeated trial 


thefe are fome of the proofs of true Re- a 


ligion; thefe are fome of the belt evi- 
dences of our being in a ftate of grace. 
1 would value thefe evidences above 
any .comfortable frames and feelings, 
and they are more in my opinion than 
a theufand fancies, or impreéfhons, that 
our falvation is fure, Reader, if you 
hope to ftand undifmayed -before God 
on the Great Day of. Jadgment, try 
yourtelf by this teft. We read but lit- 
tle in Scripture .of Jofeph’s religious 
opinions, , (not thefe are unimportant) 
we read nothing about the particular 
time and manner of his firit becoming 
religious ; we read not -a word. about 
the religic us form of worfhip which he 
prefered, nor about the religious party 
that he follow ed, nor the religious name 
he bore; but. we read, that he refifted 
hard temptations, and that_both in his 
profperity and in his adverfity he was 
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_faithful-to his God; and we find allo, 
as I fhall prefently thew you, that al. 
though his Brethren had ufed him very 
cruelly, yet he behaved very kindly and 
charitably towards them, and forgave 
them freely, and rejoiced over them 
to do them good. May my religion be 
like his, and may the clearer know. 
ledge. which God has given me both of 
himlelf. and of a Saviour, make me the 
more earneft to do his will, and to walk 
worthy of that “ vocation wherewith | 
am called.” 


But to return to the ftory.—“ And it 


‘came to pats abeut this time that Jo- 
feph went into the houfe to do his buf- 
nels and there was none of the men of | 
the houfe there within. And Poti- 
phar’s wife caught him by his garment, 
and he left his garment in her hand and 
fled and got him out. And it came to 
pals, when fhe faw that he had left his 
garment in her hand, and was. fied 
forth, that fhe called unto the 
men of her houfe, and fpake unto 
them faying, “See he hath. brought 
‘in an Hebrew unto us to mock us” 
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‘(or to offer an infult to us,) and I 
“ cried with a loud voice, and it came 
“ to pafs, when he heard that I lifted 


“up my voice and cried, that he left 


“ his garment with me and fied and got 
“him out.’ And fhe laid up his gar- 
ment by her until his Lord came home; 
and they {fpake unto him according te 
the fame. words, and it came to pafs, 
when his mafter heard the words of 
his wife, that wis wrath was kindled. 
And Jofeph’s mafter took him and put 
him into the prifon, a place where the 
king’s prifoners were bound and he 
wa$ there ina prifon?” 


What a change! inftead of having 
the command of every thing in Poti- 
phar’s houfe, where he was looked up. to, 
and honoured and refpeéted, he is fhut 
up in prifon among thieves and other 
wicked or fulpeéted perfons, And why 
vas he thus fhut up? For doing wrong? 
No! but for doing right. It now and 
thea happens in this world, that a man 
fuffers. for fulfilling his duty. Itis a 
miftake te fuppofe that virtue here below 
is always its own reward. Reader, if 





























and the captain of-the guard charge; 
Jofeph with them; and they dreame( 
a dream, both of them, each on on 
night; and Jofeph came in unto ther 
in the morning, and looked upon them 
and behold they were fad; and he ak 
ed them, ‘“ Wherefore look ye fo fadly to 
day °. and they faid unto him, we have 
dreamed a dream, and theré is no inter 
preter-of it... And Jofeph. faid. unto 
them, do not interpretations belong ts 
God ? tell me them I pray you.” 


_ In ancient times it pleafed God occa 
fionally to, fend, dreams, in order t 
make known future events; but let not 
any one therefore fuppole .that by the 
help of dreams he can dive into futurity 
now. 


In the days of Jofeph men were in 
much darknefs and ignorance concern- 
ing the true ‘God. _Jefus Chritt had not 
appeared, the New Teftament had not 
been written, nor as yet even the old. 
Signs and wonders were therefore ufed, 
in order to prove that the God of Jofeph 
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vas the true God. But now we no fon. 
per need figns and’ wonders, for the 
Holy Scriptures plainly declare him to 
is, and if dny man fhould now follow 
his dreams, it is: more than probable, 
hat in doing fo he would be obliged to 
difregard Scripture and his own com- 
mon fenfe alfo. It is worthy of remark 
indeed, that foon after the law of Mofes 
was given, (which fell far fhort of the 


revelation made to us by Jefus Chriit,) 


people were exprefsly warned to beware, 
left by following fome dreamer of dreams, 
they fhould forfake that God who was 
now made known to them’. for it is 
written in the 43th chapter of Deuter- 
onomy, * ff there arife among youa 
dreamer of dreams, faying, let us go 
after other Gods and ferve them, even 
though the fign or the wonder fhall come 
to pafs, yet thou fhalt not go. after that 
dreamer of Creams, for the Lord your 
God hereby proveth you to. know whe- 


ther you love the Lord your God,’”’ ard 


will “ ferve him and cleave to him.” 
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_ But to return to the hiftery of JofephEwhe 
God it feems having fpecial mercy forme \ 
him, and having great. defigns in viewMMhew 
and having firit fent two remarkablefmak 
dreams to Jofeph, now fends two otherfbrin 
dreams to the chief butler and baker offMadd 
king Pharaoh, who were in prifon withiipf th 
him, and enables him to interpret them. I 
put 












¢ And the chief butler told his dream 
to Jofeph, and faid to him, In my dream, 
behold-a vine was before me, and in the 
vine were three branches, and it was a: 
though it budded, and hér blofloms thot 
forth, and the clufters thereof brought 
forth ripe grapes ; and Pharaoh’s cup {as 
was in my hand, and I took the grapes #Pha: 
and prefled them into Pharagh’s cup, [put « 
and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 


“And Joleph faid t unto him,, This is 
the interpretation of it. The three 
branches are three days; yet within 
three days fhall Pharaoh lift up thy 
head and reftore thee unto thy place; 
and thou fhalt deliver Pharaoh’s cup 
‘into his hand after the former manne] 
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vhen thou waft butler. But think: on 


me when it fhall Be well with thee, and 
fhew kindnefg, I pray theé unto me, and 


ake mention of me unto Pharaoh, and 
bring me out of this houfe. For indeed 
added Jofeph,) I was ftolen away out 
of the,land of the Hebrews, and here al- 
oI have done nothing that they fhould 
ut me into this dungeon.” 


Now, “ when the chief baker faw that 
he interpretation was good, he faid un- 
0 Jofeph, I alfo wasin my dream, and 
ehold I had three white bafkets on my 
lead, and in the uppermoft bafket there 
ras of all manner of baked meats for 
Pharaoh, and and the birds did eat them 
ut of the bafket on my head. And Jo- 
ph anfwered and faid, This is the in- 
rpretation thereof. Thefe three bafk- 
ts are three days; yet within three 
ays fhall Pharaoh lift up thy head from 
thee, and fhall hang thee on a tree, 
nd the birds fhall eat thy flefh from 


7 ff thee. 


“And it came to pafs on the third 


sy, which was Pharaoh’s birth-day, 


that he made a feaf"ufito albhis fervanis 
and he psn agence hoc unto hig 
puvcefisp again, andeh¢ gawe the ci in. 
raoh’s b 3 anes whe Range the 

soe WE qe SH hed’ fac sap ed 
them, yet did diinot the. chief butler ref 





